YMCA Camp Icaghowan
2009 Update

YMCA Camp Icaghowan is a place to discover...
..Outdoor Adventure...Self-Confidence...New Friends...Las  ting Memories

Dear Friends of Camp Icaghowan,
We had another amazing summer at camp.

This was Icaghowan’s 18nniversary and over 400 people
came to celebrate at a mid-summer event. There ateredees
who were campers in the 40’s and some who wergisttife 50’s.
With seven decades represented we were all vergifaliof the
thousand®f young people whose lives have been positively
impacted by Camp Icaghowan.

This past summer the campers at lcaghowan gaedhe new
9-hole disc golf course, often seeing deer or witteys while playing. A new horse corral was Quhe
waterfront logs were replaced and cabin #4 wasvated and winterized.

Plans for 2010 include adding a 60-foot bouldgsall (horizontal climbing wall) and renovatingetbld
boy’s KYBO into a nature center.

There were 852 campers this summer having the ¢iitheir lives and growing through life-enriching
experiences.

During these challenging times we saw an increatiee number of families requesting scholarskijib
268 campers able to attend Icaghowan because osypport and generosity. Thank you so much.

One of those campers you helped was Jane. Ashgrand timid girl from south Minneapolis. With anep
scholarship and selling candy bars she was ald#dad Icaghowan for a week.

One day when | was walking by the climbing towbkeard a
group of campers yelling outCbme on Jane, you can do it&s
| got closer | could see Jane half way up the aadl heard her
telling her cabin mates on the groufidcan’t do it. I'm no good
at this kind of thing."Her counselors and the other campers kg
encouraging her and giving her advice for the fext hold and
next hand hold. Even as she slowly progressedeipvtil she o'W
would shout down to her cabin,don’t think | can go any ‘B 27 vmea CAMP
farther, it's too hard for mé& With the continued encouragemer-§4¥4 |CAGHOWAN §J
of campers and staff she made it to the topmoddly rang the = .
bell.

When she got back to the ground she was swarmédrxabin
mates with hugs and high fives. Jane had the bigyei$e on her : :
face. | was coming up to congratulate her and gstecenough to hear her counselor when she putrher
around her and said in her e&®emember this Jane, you can do anything”

The Mission of the YMCA of Metropolitan Minneapolis is to develop the total person spirit, mind and body through
character development programs that build strong kids, strong families and strong communities.



Two days later, Jane remembered her counsel@ardsias she took center stage at the weekly CateptTa
Show and sang a solo — the Green Day song, “I opénave the time of your life”, which was followbeg a
standing ovation from the whole camp. Again, sheth@ biggest smile on her face.

About a month after camp, | got a call from Jamabther telling me that Jane had tried out forsitteool
play and got a part in the chorus. The Mom thed, $bcan’t believe she did that. She has never done
anything like that before. Camp has changed her Trhank you so much.”

| pass thatThank You’on to you.
Your support through the Annual Y Partners campalmgnges young people’s lives.
Please help us continue to provide these transtanad experiences to this next generation of campe

Y Partners funds raised help us:
Offer camperships to low-income youth and families.
Purchase essential program equipment and supplies.
Provide quality training programs for our camp fstaf
Enrich every camper’s experience and keep YMCA Caraghowan available to everyone.

You can make a contribution to YMCA Camp Icaghowarreturning the enclosed envelope, donating on
line atwww.Camplcaghowan.orgnd clicking the Y Partners button, or calling a&63- 230-9315 or e-mail
bob.gagner@ymcampls.org

Thank you so much for caring about kids,
Sincerely,
Bob Gagner

YMCA Camp Icaghowan
Camp Director
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